
Mark Your Diaries 
NOW ! 

Thursday 7 April Book Club 

Tuesday 19 April Kids’ Film Club # 1 
Wednesday 20 April Kids’ Film Club # 2  

Friday 15 April Cards & music evening 
Sunday 24 April Pot Luck Dinner 

Saturday 7 May (re-scheduled) Quiz Night 

 

COMINGS & GOINGS 

The easing of travel restrictions here & elsewhere, is 
reflected in our friends & families coming & going.  
Emmet & Gemma Whelan have recently returned 
home. 

Dave Rynne has booked a visit ‘home’ for family events 
in the near future, while Declan Duggan & Catriona 
Gill will be holidaying in Ireland in the middle of the year. 

And Christie O’Toole is off for a 3-month tour of foreign 
parts in the near future.  Bon voyage to you all, and safe 
travels. 

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS 2022! 

Our thanks to those who’ve already paid their Subscription.  
For everyone else: 

1. See the website for Subscription rates 

2. Make payments by DIRECT CREDIT to account 
number 06-0529-0416815-00.  (Use your 
family name as the reference (or your phone 
number if you have to use numbers) 

3. Tell us you’ve paid by completing the Renewal Form. 

You’re of course welcome to invite friends to the Club, but 
when you do, why not suggest they join up?  Especially if they 
are more or less ‘regular’ visitors.  We have forms at the Club 
for new members, and the subscription rates are LOW! 

THE LIBRARY 

One of the features which makes our Club distinctive is the 
Library.  I am sometimes asked if the books can be borrowed, 
to which the answer is always “Of course!  Help yourself.”  We 
don’t have an “issuing” system, and rely on the honesty of our 
members to return any books they borrow. 

Oh, and someone recently left a bag of books near the Library.  
If you bring along books you want to donate, you might need 
to ‘replace’ some of those already on the shelves – be brave! 

REMINDER 

If you’re meeting friends or guests at the Club, they need 
to sign the Visitors’ Book when they arrive. 

COOK’S CORNER  

The first ingredient of any recipe has to be: “find 

a man who can cook it”  (Kay Braid) 

Mutton Broth  

Ingredients:  

2 lb neck of mutton 6 cups water 

2 tbsp pearl barley 1 large onion 

1 medium turnip 2 large carrots 

1/2 small white cabbage  

 (serves six) 

Method:  

It is a good idea to make this broth a day in advance. The 
fat that rises to the surface will solidify and can easily be 
removed. 

Put the meat in a large pan and cover with the cold water. 
Bring to the boil and skim the surface. Rinse the barley 
and add to the pan. Cover, but not too tightly, and simmer 
gently for 90 minutes. Shred the cabbage and dice the 
other vegetables and add these to the soup.  

Bring back to the boil and simmer for another hour. 
Remove the mutton and separate the meat from any 
bones, fat or gristle. Chop the meat and return to the soup. 
Allow to cool and remove the fat.  

Reheat and serve. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Notices: 

Find us at: 
http://www.huttirish.org.nz 

Keep in touch at: 

On Twitter, look for @huttirish. 
On Instagram, look for huttirish. 

On Facebook: www.facebook.com/hutt.irish 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Remember the Hall is available for Hire to members.  All this 
helps your Club financially, so recommend us to your friends. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Don’t forget the Club is open every Friday 7.30 p.m. to 1 am, and 

at other times by request. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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HVIS  &  COVID PROTECTION FRAMEWORK  

In accordance with Government guidelines we can open 
our premises for functions.  As we can’t physically 
accommodate 200 people the numbers restriction doesn’t 
affect us, and the Committee has decided it will not 
require anyone to have a Vaccine Pass in order to enter the 
premises. 

Similarly, we no longer require anyone to wear a mask or 
to scan the QR code at entry.  Of course, if you prefer 
to do so, you are entirely welcome to do so. 

OUR IRISH CONNECTIONS: WHERE DO WE COME FROM? 

My thanks to those who took a moment to reply to my 
survey about our “Irish Connections”. 

There were 35 responses, and the provincial connections 
are shown in the graph below. 

11 counties had no-one claiming any connection, while 8 
people have a connection with Cork.  Both Kerry and 
Dublin had 7 people claim a connection. 

44% of respondents were born in Ireland, and 56% 
elsewhere. 

Interestingly, of the 20 people born outside of Ireland, 
35% had parents born in Ireland.  
A further 30% had grand-parents 
born in Ireland, and the 
remaining 35% had great-grand-
parents born in Ireland. 

My thanks for your help (& 
indulgence) with my musings! 

ST PATRICK’S DAY UPDATE 

A pleasingly (some might say 
surprisingly!) successful St 
Patrick’s Day.  While the 

numbers weren’t huge, 
those present 
appeared to have a 
good time, enjoying 
the entertainment, 
food & company.  And 
excellent Bar Service! 

And I’m told the Golf 
Tournament was a 
swinging success, if 

you see what I mean! 

BOOK CLUB 

“Reading is an exercise in empathy; an exercise in 
walking in someone else’s shoes for a while.” - Malorie 
Blackman 

The Book Club is holding its next meeting on Thursday 7 
April, from 7.30 pm.  This is a week earlier than scheduled, to 
avoid Easter.  Their selection is The Power by Naomi 
Alderman.  If you’re interested in joining the group, or maybe 
starting your own, get a copy of the book to read, and just turn 
up to their session. 

FILM CLUB 

Last month’s film was a frightening affair.  Suffice to say, I 
won’t be going on a fishing boat anytime soon! 

This month I’m catering for our youngsters.  As it’s school 
holidays, on Tuesday April 19 I’ll be showing The War of 
the Buttons, and on Wednesday April 20 it will be time 
for Into the West.  Both films will suit school-age 
youngsters. 

We’ll start about 2.30pm, both days, and, No, the Bar won’t be 
open, although we will provide some refreshments. 

NEW ITEMS ON THE WALLS 

There are a couple of 
new, and interesting, 
items on our walls. 

The first is a photograph 
of a portrait of Eamon De 
Valera.  The photo is 
from the photo session 
De Valera did with the 
US photographer Fred 
Hartsook in 1919/20 
when he'd been smuggled 
out of the UK and did a 
tour of the US to raise 
funds for the IRA.  The 
photo looks to be original 

- certainly very old. It's very large and behind glass in a 
large antique wooden frame. 

It was spotted in the Aro Valley ‘op shop’;  the manager 
said that it had been one of two large antique photos in 
identical antique frames, but someone had already bought 
the other one and was planning to throw the photo away 
and use the frame for a mirror.  It may have come from the 
Wellington Irish Society. 

On the wall above the Fire Exit is a Commemorative Shirt 
presented by Emmet Whelan.  He has recently returned to 
Ireland, but wanted to leave a reminder with us of his time 
in the Wellington region.  He presented the framed shirt to 
Brian Gahan the day before St Patrick’s Day. 

Emmet & Patrick Dempsey were part of the International 
Hurling team who played in the GAA World Games 
Hurling Final at Croke Park in 2016.  We wish Emmet & 
Gemma all the best in Ireland, and thank him for his 
generous gesture. 

QUIZ NIGHT 

The next instalment of our ever-popular QUIZ NIGHTS 
will be on Saturday 7 May.  7.30pm start. 

NOTE THE CHANGE OF DATE! 

Teams of 6-8 (maximum), with a $10/person entry 
charge.  As usual there will be opportunities to “cheat” – 
or buy answers - and to play a ‘Joker’ to boost your score, 
so bring along a supply of change. 

The Bar will be open between Rounds, and we’ll even 
provide supper! 

For those worried about their depth of knowledge of New 
Zealand or Ireland, I can tell you that all questions are 
drawn from Trivial Pursuits, and are multi-choice, so 
everyone has a chance to get the “right” answer! 


