Mark Your Diaries
NOW !

Thursday 18 April Family Stories discussion
Thursday 25 April Film Club
Friday 26 April Music Friday night
Sunday 28 April Pot Luck Dinner
Friday 4 May Darts night
Thursday 9 May Book Club

COMINGS & GOINGS

Bon Voyage to Trish Regan, off to visit Molly
in Amsterdam, and then joining her in a jaunt
to Morocco.

And it was lovely to see Frank Gough again. ——
MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS 2024-25!

Many have already done this and are experienced
genealogists and writers — others are just getting started or
want to. But we are all still learning.

Journalist and Irish historian, Peter Burke has offered to
facilitate a bi-monthly informal evening whereby people
can share their experiences in uncovering and writing
family history and swap ideas with others.

The objective is to encourage people to record in some way
their histories for their own and the benefit of family
members. So come along to share and learn and tell others
about your great stories, Thursday 18 April, from
7.30pm.

COUNTY GAZETTEER

HVIS’ Financial Year ends on 31 March, which means, of
course, that your subscription for the new year is now due. Our
thanks to those who've already paid their Subscription. For
everyone else:

1. See the website for Subscription rates

2.  Make payments by DIRECT CREDIT to account
number 06-0529-0416815-00. (Use your family
name as the reference (or your phone number if you
have to use numbers)

3. Tell us you've paid by completing the Renewal Form.
You're of course welcome to invite friends to the Club, but when
you do, why not suggest they join up? Especially if they are
more or less ‘regular’ visitors. We have forms at the Club for
new members, and the subscription rates are LOW!

PoT Luck 2024

Vital stats for each Irish County

County Carlow / Contae Cheatharlach
Province: Leinster

County town: Carlow

Area: 346 sq mi (897 km2) (Rank: 31st)
Highest elevation (Mount Leinster):
2,605 ft (794 m)

Population (2022): 61,931 (Rank: 30th)
Motto(s): (doesn’t have one)

Website: Carlow County Council or Carlow Tourism

EARLY OPENING

This month’s Pot Luck will be hosted by the Hanlon Family.
Get along on Sunday 28 April.

Download the CHECKLIST for Hosts.
REMINDER

If you're meeting friends or guests at the Club, they need to
sign the Visitors’ Book when they arrive.

FAMILY STORIES

Delving into our family history is a subject which fascinates
many of us. For some it is just about recalling and telling
stories of the past, for others it is writing about it or
recording these in some way including song, video or audio.

We're happy with the results of our trial of opening early on
Fridays. We think there is a (limited) demand for it. The next
steps are to arrange “staffing” for the early period. We'll let you
know details next month. Keep an eye out for updates.

Notices:
Find us at:
http://www.huttirish.org.nz

Keep in touch at:

On Twitter, look for @huttirish.
On Instagram, look for huttirish.
On Facebook: www.facebook.com/huttvalleyirish

Remember the Hall is available for Hire to members. All this
helps your Club financially, so recommend us to your friends.

Don’t forget the Club is open every Friday 7.30 p.m. to 1 am, and
at other times by request.
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ST PATRICK’S DAY, 2024!

St Patrick’s Day was a month ago, already!
Remember it?

We started the whole
‘shebang’ by hosting TD
Jack Chambers at the
Club. Irish Government
Ministers seem to
genuinely appreciate
meeting “ordinary” folk
when they visit, and this
was no exception.

Next up, many of us welcomed Jack again at a Reception hosted
by the Embassy. And the show stealers for many were Alice
Paul’s HVIS Children’s Choir. After all, who can compete with
a group of youngsters singing their hearts out?

And then it was THE DAY ITSELF! The weather was kind, and
everything pointed to a GRAND day.

While many played golf, others ventured into Wellington for
the annual Parade, marshalled by Wellington Irish Society. If
you have a look at the photos, what stands out is what a
stunning day it was!

With the carpark gates shut, and marquees, tables and chairs
available many enjoyed a “friends & family day”. The games
and chalks certainly got a good workout!

I understand that the kitchen was busy over dinner-time, and
the evening rollicked along to Shindig, as is usual!

And of course, there are photos! There might even be a few
videos I've not yet been able to process.

FUNDRAISER CONCERT

Many of us have watched with horror at events Gaza. In
particular we have wondered at whether the response to the
outrageous Hamas raid has been proportionate, and caused
undue suffering to the civilian population.

Certainly, the conditions experienced by Palestinians beggars
belief. And so we asked: can we provide assistance? And we
did.

Sunday 7 April Alice Paul’s ability to corrall friends and
acquaintances bore fruit: an ‘Irish Concert’ at the Club, with all
money raised to be donated to Medecins Sans Frontieres,
to enable them to continue to provide medical care to any who
need it.
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We insisted the event would be CASH ONLY, so we could
relieve people of as much as possible! By charging entry, and
several raffles, we managed to do exactly that. We now have
just over $2,500 to pass on to MSF. A very tidy sum for a small
event.

Our thanks to those involved. Yes, there are photos and videos.
WHAT CAN YOU Do?

maintenance, governance. Any / all of the above? Do you have
an idea for a specific event? Can you organise it?

What about helping behind the Bar? We have a small
group of volunteers, but “the more the merrier”! There is plenty
of scope to help serve, especially Fridays, & other Functions.

Could you help out on the Management Committee?
Catriona, our Treasurer is going to Ireland for 3 months shortly,
and so has resigned from her role. Could you be her successor?
All positions from President to Committee Members are up for
election at the AGM in June. Give it some thought! We can
always use extra help.

Let us know how you can help.

FiLm CLUB
It's time for something completely
L s : different!
FavouriTE In early 18th-century England, the status

quo at the court is upset when a new
servant arrives and endears herself to a frail
Queen Anne, becoming The Favourite
(2018). It has been described as “A savage
morality play, a camp comedy of manners,
a Baroque tragedy, an allegorical study of
the corruptive nature of power - it's all of
these and yet none of them.” Although set in England, the film
is a co-production between Irish, British & American
production companies.

The next screening will be on Thursday 25 April at 7.30pm.
As usual the Bar will be open, there is no cover charge, and all
members and their guests are welcome.

Booxk CLUB

“Reading is an exercise in empathy; an
exercise in walking in someone else’s
shoes for a while.” - Malorie Blackman

The Book Club is holding its next meeting on
Thursday 9 May, from 7.30 pm. Their
selection is The Map of Salt & Stars by
Jennifer Zeynab Joukhadar. If you're
interested in joining the group, or maybe
starting your own, get a copy of the book to
read, and just turn up to their session.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS

HVIS runs on the efforts of VOLUNTEERS. So
were always looking for people to help out.
Which means it is time for you to ask yourself:
What can I do to help? Working in the
Kitchen, cleaning, catering, helping with events, music,
opening up, lighting, publicity, social media management,

Remembering to pay the Subscription is a perennial problem
for many of us. Yet there is a simple solution.

Why not set up an AUTOMATIC PAYMENT schedule for early
April each year? Payment should be made to account number
06-0529-0416815-00. Please be sure to use your
family name as the reference, so we know who is making the
payment! That’sit! Problem solved!
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