
Mark Your Diaries 
NOW ! 

Thursday 10 February Book Club 

Friday 18 February Cards & Music night 
Thursday 24 February Film Club 

Sunday 27 February Pot Luck Dinner 
Sunday 13 March St Patrick’s Day Parade 

Thursday 17 March St Patrick’s Day 

 

COMINGS & GOINGS 

The past 2 or 3 months have seen a few of our members pass 
“significant” milestones.  I’m too much of a gentleman 
(cough, cough!) to mention an actual age, but suffice to say 
Shirley, Lynn & Pat Braid are looking forward to getting a 
GOLD card in the not too distant future. 

Desiree & I were lucky enough to 
attend the wedding of Nicky Braid 
& Joe Cruden in late January.  
Those who remember the younger 
Nicky (& her alter ego, Jayne!) 
won’t be surprised at the poised, 
confident and articulate young 
woman we saw declare her 
commitment to Joe.  They are 
already back in London, but we can 
look forward to having them ‘home’ 
again in a few years. 

 

In other news, Ray Janes has been through a bout of 
surgery, and came through it well.  Great to hear you’re on 
the mend Ray! 

Our thoughts go out to Jack Doherty, and Joanne, as he 
contends with health challenges.  Hang in there, you two! 

Finally, to those younger members starting another year 
of disrupted study:  Good Luck. 

REMINDER 

If you’re meeting friends or guests at the Club, they need to 
sign the Visitors’ Book as well. 

COOK’S CORNER  

The first ingredient of any recipe has to be: “find 

a man who can cook it”  (Kay Braid) 

Potato Bread 

Also known as fadge or potato cake, this is delicious hot 
from the griddle or pan with melted butter and a 
sprinkling of sugar. It is also a much-loved part of a 
traditional breakfast. 

Ingredients:  

225g/ 8oz warm cooked potato 1/2 tsp salt 

25g/ 1oz butter, melted 50g/ 2oz plain flour 

 Makes 8 

Method:  

Mash potatoes well. Add salt and butter, then work in 
enough flour to make a pliable dough. Divide the dough in 
two and rolll out on a floured surface to form two circles 
22cm / 9 inch in diameter and 1/2cm/ 1/4 inch in thickness. 
Cut each circle into quarters and bake on a hot griddle or 
pan for about 5 minutes or until browned on both sides. 
Some people like to grease the baking surface, while others 
prefer a light dusting of flour for a drier effect. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Notices: 

Find us at: 
http://www.huttirish.org.nz 

Keep in touch at: 

On Twitter, look for @huttirish. 
On Instagram, look for huttirish. 

On Facebook: www.facebook.com/hutt.irish 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Remember the Hall is available for Hire to members.  All this 
helps your Club financially, so recommend us to your friends. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Don’t forget the Club is open every Friday 7.30 p.m. to 1 am, and 

at other times by request. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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HVIS  &  COVID PROTECTION FRAMEWORK  

The Government guidelines have made it clear that clubs 
must operate with Vaccine Passes (i.e. be a mandated site) 
if they are to stay open through the different colours of the 
Protection Framework. 

FROM FRIDAY 3 DECEMBER: 

We confirm we’re a vaccine-mandated site, so when 
you come to the club you’ll need to: 

• be vaccinated 

• scan your covid tracer app on the way into the club 
or sign the register 

• be able to show your My Vaccine Pass when asked 
(note children under 12 are exempt) 

If you’ve not yet got your Vaccine Pass, go to 
https://mycovidrecord.health.nz 

LOOKING FORWARD! 

As usual, we’re working on plans for a number of functions 
throughout the year. 

First up, we NEED YOUR HELP!  On Saturday March 5 
we’re planning a ‘working bee’ to get the Club looking 
ship-shape for St Patrick’s Day.  ‘Many hands make light 
work’, and if you can spare an hour or two (or 3), it’ll be 
done in next to no time! 

And despite the complications COVID requirements will 
pose, we’re planning on opening for St Patrick’s Day.  
Watch out for details closer to the date.  HINT: it may be 
sensible to have paid your membership subscription by 
then!  See below. 

As far as I know, arrangements are in hand for the St 
Patrick’s Day Parade on March 13th, if we’re NOT subject 
to the “red” traffic light setting. 

Keep an eye out for details of the next instalment of our 
ever-popular QUIZ NIGHTS in April. 

And we’re working on details of a programme of interactive 
evenings about compiling and publishing family 
histories or stories.   

And we’ll continue our ‘regular’ events as best we can:  Pot 
Luck Dinners, Book Club & Film Club gatherings. 

If there are particular events or types of gatherings you 
want to see, you need to let us know, so we can keep in step 
with what our members want. 

DEFIBRILLATOR 

A topic “close to my heart”!  Did you know we have a 
Defibrillator at the Club?  No?  Well, you do now!  Our hope 
is that it is never needed, but should it be, … 

It is readily accessible by the front door, and has clear 
instructions for use. 

WHAT HAVE YOU BEEN UP TO? 

Did you go away over the summer?  We went to Ohope for 
Christmas week with (some of) our kids.  The weather was 
great, we had great accommodation right beside Jayne’s in-
laws, and right on the beach! 

 
So we had a really lovely week. 

But I’m keen to hear what others have been up to.  Send me a 
photo or two and a couple of lines telling me where you went 
during your summer holiday, and I’ll share the feedback. 

BOOK CLUB 

“Reading is an exercise in empathy; an exercise in 
walking in someone else’s shoes for a while.” - Malorie 
Blackman 

The Book Club is holding its first meeting for the year on 
Thursday 10 February, from 7.30 pm.  Their selection is 
The Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead.  If 
you’re interested in joining the group, or maybe starting your 
own, get a copy of the book to read, and just turn up to their 
session. 

FILM CLUB 

With Awards season upon us, & Branagh’s Belfast prominent 
among the contenders, I thought later in the year we would 
have a “Belfast Blitz”, so watch out for a season of films 
featuring that gritty city. 

In the meantime, we’ll get together on Thursday February 
24 to have a look at Kissing Candice from 2018 

Starring Ann Skelly, Ryan Lincoln, Conall Keating, it tells the 
story of 17-year-old Candice, who longs to escape her seaside 
town. When she develops an obsession with a troubled 
stranger, she becomes entangled with a dangerous local gang. 

As usual, we’ll start about 7.30pm, and the Bar will be open.  All 
welcome, and there is no cover/door charge. 

WHERE DO YOU COME FROM? 

It is widely accepted amongst historians of the Irish in New 
Zealand that, overwhelmingly, Irish in New Zealand came from 
the South-west or North-east.  But I have long wondered if that 
is in fact true for the members of the HVIS.  So I have decided 
to ‘test’ the hypothesis, but I need your help to do so.  Please 
take 2 minutes to complete this SHORT SURVEY.  Thanks for 
your help;  I’ll report back on the findings. 

REMINDER:  WE RECYCLE AS MUCH AS WE CAN 

We endeavour to be responsible citizens, and so we make 
provision for recycling wherever possible. 

The rules at club are the same as at home, which means: 

• no soft plastics in bin 

• no bottle-tops in the bin 

• recycle cans, bottles & other glass, and paper 
(newspaper, wrapping paper, etc) 

GFHA 

A quick reminder that the GAA team are 
running sessions for kids each week.  Sign up 
here for more information or contact their 
Youth Officer Siobhán Cotter 
at kids@wellingtongaa.com or call 021 078 
9663. 

Their post-Christmas finals day takes place on Saturday 12 
February from 10am at Ian Galloway Park.  Following that 
they’ll head to Whistling Sisters for their awards shindig. 
They have an area upstairs reserved and will be there from 
about 6pm. Attendance at Whistling Sisters will be capped 
to 100 people. They tell me they can’t wait to celebrate 
another great socials season with everyone all. 

And as they look towards the 2022 New Zealand 
Championships in Hamilton on 26/27 of March they have a 
busy training schedule.  I think they’re worth checking out!  
Find all the details 

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS 2022! 

We are keen to see our membership grow, while maintaining 
our current Fee level.  Why not get in early this year, (& catchup 
on last year if it slipped your mind): 

1. See the website for Subscription rates 

2. Make payments by DIRECT CREDIT to account 
number 06-0529-0416815-00.  (Use your family 
name as the reference (or your phone number if you 
have to use numbers) 

3. Tell us you’ve paid by completing the Renewal Form. 

And, finally, if you’re not sure if you’ve paid this year or last, 
contact Sonia. 

https://mycovidrecord.health.nz/
mailto:info@huttirish.org.nz?subject=I'd%20like%20HVIS%20to%20...
mailto:publicity@huttirish.org.nz?subject=Our%20summer%20holiday
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BRX5P5B
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfmREIFCG97xg-D_3MnBcYzoSPXUuAtsH2BaB9i7rY_HH1I3w/viewform?fbclid=IwAR3QafJKzWNwrHVdnxGyjjORfJVKH6_5146BWqfCva6jJ8HmqM9XSGjSt1s
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfmREIFCG97xg-D_3MnBcYzoSPXUuAtsH2BaB9i7rY_HH1I3w/viewform?fbclid=IwAR3QafJKzWNwrHVdnxGyjjORfJVKH6_5146BWqfCva6jJ8HmqM9XSGjSt1s
mailto:kids@wellingtongaa.com
http://www.wellingtongaa.com/blog/training-schedule-3/
http://huttirish.org.nz/join.html
http://huttirish.org.nz/renewalform.html
mailto:treasurer@huttirish.org.nz?subject=Subscription%20query

