
Mark Your Diaries 
NOW ! 

Sunday 17 March St Patrick’s Day 
 Golf Tournament 

 Wellington Parade  

 OPEN HOUSE @ HVIS 
Thursday 28 March Film Club 

Sunday 31 March Pot Luck Dinner 

Friday 5 April Darts night 
Sunday 7 April Fundraiser CONCERT 

Thursday 11 April Book Club 

Thursday 18 April Family Stories Workshop 
 

COMINGS & GOINGS 

We recently celebrated a significant milestone with Brian 
Gahan, John O’Toole, Sonia Christensen, and Derek 
(“Blue”) McInerney.  Our congratulations on your 
“seniority”! 

But sadly, we also marked the passing of Noel Cassidy.  
He was the last of 3 siblings who all were members of HVIS, 
and his passing marks the end of an era.  

POT LUCK DINNERS 

We have a full roster of Hosts for this year’s Pot Luck 
Dinners.  But if you’d like to get involved, volunteer. 

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS 2024-25! 

Please note that our membership year is 1 April to 31 March.  
For simplicity, any subscriptions paid from this date forward 
will be treated as for the 2023-24 year. 

Our thanks to those who’ve already paid their Subscription.  For 
everyone else : 

1. See the website for Subscription rates 

2. Make payments by DIRECT CREDIT to account 
number 06-0529-0416815-00.  (Use your family 
name as the reference (or your phone number if you 
have to use numbers) 

3. Tell us you’ve paid by completing the Renewal Form. 

You’re of course welcome to invite friends to the Club, but when 
you do, why not suggest they join up?  Especially if they are 
more or less ‘regular’ visitors.  We have forms at the Club for 
new members, and the subscription rates are LOW! 

AUTO RENEWALS 

I’m often asked by members if I know if they’ve paid their 
Subscription for the year!  I don’t know, and so the confusion 
usually continues.  BUT: the solution is very simple.  Why not 
setup an automatic payment from your account to ours?  
Set it to occur April 1 every year, or any other date you like, be 
sure to use your FAMILY NAME as the reference, and then 
forget about it!   Simple, really. 

REMINDER 

If you’re meeting friends or guests at the Club, they need to 
sign the Visitors’ Book when they arrive . 

WIFI AT HVIS 

We ’ve recently had some difficulties with WiFi connection 
at the Club.  This now resolved .  You might like to check 
your phone when you visit to see if is connected, and if not, 
ask one of the Committee for the details. 

COUNTY GAZETTEER 

Vital stats for each Irish County 

County Armagh / Contae  Ard Mhacha 

Province:  Ulster 

County town:  Armagh 

Area:  512 sq mi (1,327 km2) (Rank:  
27th) 

Highest elevation (Slieve 
Gullion): 1,880 ft (573 m) 

Population (2021): 194,394 (Rank: 10th) 

Motto(s): In Concilio Consilium (In council is wisdom) 

Website: Discover Northern Ireland / Armagh 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Notices: 
Find us at: 

http://www.huttirish.org.nz 

Keep in touch at: 

On Twitter, look for @huttirish. 
On Instagram, look for huttirish. 

On Facebook: www.facebook.com/huttvalleyirish  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Remember the Hall is available for Hire to members.  All this 
helps your Club financially, so recommend us to your friends. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Don’t forget the Club is open every Friday 7.30 p.m. to 1 am, and 

at other times by request. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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ST PATRICK’S “IRISH FESTIVAL, 2024” 

We started by hosting the Irish Minister for Transport, Jack 
Chambers visiting NZ at present.  He is also the Minister 
responsible for Environment, Climate and Communications.  
He was born in Galway, has lived most of his life in Dublin, and 
has strong parental connection to Mayo, so he seemed right at 
home amongst our members! 

  
The Embassy hosted a well-attended and successful evening 
function, at which our youngsters sang, wowing the 
appreciative audience. 

 

ST PATRICK’S DAY 

A day given over to celebrating IRISHNESS, in all its 
variety. 

First up is the annual Golf Tournament, to be held at 
Judgeford Course again.  Shotgun start is at 9.30am.  If you 
haven’t sent in an entry form you can register at the Golf Shop 

from 8am.  

Entry fee is $40, and there is, of 
course, the competition for the annual 
Cup between HVIS and WIS golfers!  
See the attached Flyer and Entry form 
documents. 

If golf isn’t your ‘thing’, the Wellington 
Irish Society is holding their St 
Patrick’s Day Parade in 
Wellington.  It leaves Kumototo 
Square at 1pm, and finishes under the 

sail at Queens Wharf.  You’re welcome to join in. 

The HVIS Children’s Choir, expertly marshalled by Alice 
Paul and Aislinn Ryan, will be starring in the post-parade 
Concert.  And it looks like the weather will be kind! 

SO WHAT IS HAPPENING AT HVIS? 

 We’ll be opening about 1pm; the carpark will be clear, so 
the kids can run about, and we’ll have canopies for shade. 

 We’re serving traditional fare for low-cost dinners 
between 5pm and 7.30pm. 

 To help the digestion, a few of our youngsters will 
provide some entertainment between 6 & 6.45pm. 

 Shindig will get underway after 7.30pm. 

Which is all we need, really!  “Fill yer boots!”  

CONCERT 

We ’re  organizing a concert for SUNDAY 7 APRIL as a 
fundraiser for Médecins Sans Frontières (Doctors 
Without Borders) to aid their work in Gaza.  Watch your 
email for details of lineup, cost, etc.! 

TELLING FAMILY STORIES 

We have a follow-up to the family history series we held last 
year.  For some it is just about recalling and telling stories 
of the past, for others it is writing about it or recording these 
in some way. Many have already done this; others are just 
getting started or want to. But we are all still learning. 

Journalist and Irish historian, Peter Burke has offered to 
facilitate a bi monthly informal evening whereby people can 
share their experiences in uncovering and writing family 
history and swap ideas with others.  The first evening will 
be on Thursday, 18 April, starting at 7.30pm. 

The objective is to encourage people to record in some way 
their histories for their own and the benefit of family 
members. So come along to share and learn and tell others 
about your great stories. 

CAN YOU HELP? 

Remember that the Club is run by VOLUNTEERS.  So we’re 
reliant on people offering to do their share of the work. 

Can you help: 

President Maintenance tasks 

Treasurer Cleaning (regular or event-
related 

Secretary Food Preparation / serving 

Committee Member Social Media management 

Publicity Event/Function management 

Bar Manager Bar staff (function &/or regular 

You can?  Please let us know! 

ROSE OF TRALEE 

Do you want to be the Hutt Valley Rose at the Nationals?  
And maybe win a trip to Ireland?  Do you know someone 
who does?  It’s not too late to get involved, but you’re running 
out of time!  Call in at the Club, or email 
secretary@huttirish.org.nz for more information. 

BOOK CLUB 

“Reading is an exercise in empathy; an 
exercise in walking in someone else’s 
shoes for a while.” - Malorie Blackman 

The Book Club is holding its next meeting on 
Thursday 11 April, from 7.30 pm. Their 
selection is Life After Life by Kate Atkinson.  
If you’re interested in joining the group, or 
maybe starting your own, get a copy of the 
book to read, and just turn up to their session. 

FILM CLUB 

We started our year with a screening of a superb documentary 
on the life  of the late (& lamented) Sinead O’Connor. 

Continuing the theme, our next screening 
will be of Crock of Gold: A Few 
Rounds with Shane MacGowan, 
which examines the life  of Irish 
singer/songwriter and Pogues frontman 
Shane MacGowan, who died in November 
last year.  The next screening will be on 
Thursday 28 March at 7.30pm.  As usual the Bar will be 
open, there is no cover charge, and all members and their 
guests are welcome. 
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